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her as a pupil, but after three months of illness

and home-sickness returned to the parsonage and

the wild moors, which were so dear to her strange,

wild nature. The next place Emily held was a

school in Halifax, where there were nearly forty

pupils. Her life was a drudgery: hard labor

from six in the morning until eleven at night,

with one half hour for exercise.

During the Christmas holidays, the sisters

met at Haworth. Their plans for helping their

father were discussed. After the holidays the

two girls returned to their work. It was at this

time that Charlotte sent her first attempts at

poetry to Southey, and received so unfavorable

a reply. The same monotonous life stole on, and
Christmas of 1837 found the girls at home again.

Charlotte was in poor health herself, but she felt

more anxiety about Anne, who had a slight

cough, a pain at her side, and difficulty in breath-

ing. Miss W— considered it only a slight cold,

but Charlotte remembered Maria and Elizabeth

and felt that there was every indication of in-

cipient consumption. Emily gave up her Hali-

fax position at the end of six months on account

of poor health. Sick, Charlotte returned to her

work. Before many more months passed, she

was forced to return to Haworth for absolute rest.

She grew much stronger from tlie quiet, happy
life. She paid occasional visits to her two great

friends, and on one of these occasions met the

first man who proposed marriage to her. He was

quickly and kindly refused. This is St. John of

Jane Eyre.

In April, 1839, Anne went out as a governess.

Not many weeks after, Charlotte also obtained a

position with a wealthy manufacturer. Her work
was laborious, and the place most uncongenial

for so sensitive a nature. In July her engage-

ment ended. She returned to Haworth. A visit-

ing clergyman, an Irishman, was attracted by her,

and, after returning home, wrote her a proposal

of marriage. It was promptly refused. In the

latter part of September, she went to Easton with

her friend, and saw the sea for the first time.

The remainder of the year Charlotte and Emily

took care of the house, as Tabby, the servant, be-

came too lame to continue her duties.

In 1840 all the Bronte's save Anne, were at

home. Branwell liad never gone to the Royal

Academy as proposed, probably because of the

lack of means. He led a very dissipated life and
was another cause of sorrow and worry to his

noble sisters. On January tlie twelfth, 1840,

Cliarlotte received the news of the death of one

of her pupils and a school-fellow of Anne's. This

was a cause of great sorrow and depression to

them. During the leisure hours of this winter

Charlotte wrote, "The Professor."

Charlotte obtained her second and last

position as governess in March, 1841. It was

more congenial than her former position. Dur-

ing her stay, she had to go home once to see

Anne, who was declining in health. For this

reason, the girls desired to get a school where

they could all be together. Miss W— offered

them her school. For a time, they thought about

taking it; but finally the offer was rejected be-

cause Charlotte wished to have further educa-

tional advantages at Brussels.

At Christmas she left her situation, and in

February, 1842, Emily and Charlotte entered a

school at Brussels. It was conducted by a Mrs.

Jenkins. They studied French, drawing, Ger-

man and literature. Emily added music and later

gave instructions in it. But even here, sorrow

must come into their lives. Their dear friend

Martha sickened and died. Hardly were they

over this loss when word came from home that

jNIiss Branwell, their aunt, was seriously ill. They
immediately prepared to go home, but before

they started a second message came bearing tid-

ings of her death.

:, The following year Charlotte returned to

Brussels to study and teacli Englisli. Emily re-

mained at home.

Towards the end of 1843 Charlotte returned

to Haworth, because of her father's increasing

blindness. Emily and she were often together,

and they continually discussed plans for a school.

Their brother's deterioration took all the joy from

their lives. He was tutor in a private family,

and Anne was engaged as governess in the same
place. It was evident that something wrong was
going on. This came home to Charlotte forcibly

a few weeks later. She returned home from a

visit to a friend one evening, and found Branwell

at home seriously sick. A letter of dismissal

from his employer soon arrived. The next three

years of his life were taken up with intoxication

and opium-eating. He refused the very best

positions, for which he could have fitted himself

in two weeks.

The summer of 1846 brought greater sor-

rows. Mr. Bronte lost his sight almost entirely.

In August he underwent an operation, and was
almost cured. The rest of the year passed away
about as usual, with fits of sickness and depres-

sion for Charlotte.


